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*. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
: the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 782] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 782) conferring United States citizenship posthumously upon 
Siegfried Oberdorfer, having considered the same, reports favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to confer United States citizenship post- 
humously upon Siegfried Oberdorfer, who was killed on May 20, 
1943, while serving with the United States Armed Forces on Guadal- 
canal, 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The records disclose that the subject of the bill was killed in action 
on Guadalcanal on May 20, 1943, while serving in the United States 
Armed Forces. He was born in Germany in 1913 and entered the 
United States for permanent residence on September 26, 1938. He 
declared his intention to become a citizen on December 7, 1938, and 
on February 25, 1942, was inducted into our Armed Forces. Shortly 
before his death he had filed a petition for citizenship. 

A letter dated May 28, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
° Washington, May 28, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee of the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 782) conferring United 
States citizenship posthumously upon Siegfried Oberdorfer. 

The bill would provide that Siegfried Oberdorfer who served honorably with the 
Thirty-fifth Infantry, Medical Detachment, and who was killed in action on 
Guadalcanal on May 20, 1943, shall be held and considered to have been a citizen 
of the United States at the time of his death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Oberdorfer, 320 West Twenty-fifth Street, Miami Beach, 
Fla., who were interviewed by an officer of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, advised that the deceased was a nephew of Mr. Oberdorfer who entered the 
Army about 1942, and was killed on Guadaleanal in 1943. They further advised 
that he had been the recipient of the Purple Heart. According to Mr. Oberdorfer, 
his nephew arrived in the United States in 1939 and resided in New York for about 
a vear and a half, and that at the time he entered the Armed Forces, he was living 
in Los Angeles, Calif. Mrs. Toni Kugler, of Los Angeles, and Mr. Paul Ober- 
dorfer, of New York, are his cousins. Mrs. Kugler stated that Siegfried Oberdor- 
fer, a citizen of Germany, born on January 28, 1913, in Regensburg, Bavaria, 
Germany, was admitted to the United States for permanent residence at New 
York, N. Y., on September 26, 1938; was inducted into the United States Army at 
Fort MacArthur, Calif., on February 25, 1942, and was killed in action on Guadal- 
canal, on May 20, 1943, his Army serial number being 39020706. 

In a certificate, dated May 19, 1942, T. C. Compton, captain, Field Artillery, 
commanding, Company 3, Camp La Salle Staging Area, Port of Embarkation, 
San Francisco, Calif., stated that he had known Siegfried Oberdorfer from May 15 
to May 19, 1942, inelusive, and had been considerably impressed by his eagerness 
to do the right thing, his sincere patriotism, his high type of character, and his 
conscientious attitude toward his duty. According to Captain Compton, ‘‘These 
characteristics were outstanding and made him so in a group of 200 men.” 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service further reveal a Form 
AR-2 executed by Siegfried Oberdorfer under the Alien Registration Act of 1940, 
on September 4, 1940, in which he stated that he had received his first citizenship 
papers on December 7, 1938, at New York, N. Y. 

Whether the instant bill should be enacted presents a question of legislative 
policy concerning which the Department of Justice prefers not to make any 
recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Gordon L. McDonough, the author of the bill, 
appeared before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the House of Representatives and made the following statement 
in support of the bill: 


Mr. Chairman, I introduced H. R. 782 to confer United States citizenship 
posthumously upon Siegfried Oberdorfer, an alien, who, as a soldier in the United 
States Army serving with the Thirty-fifth Infantry, Medical Detachment, was 
killed in action on Guadalcanal on May 20, 1943. 

Siegfried Oberdorfer was a refugee from Nazi Germany who sought sanctuary 
in the United States which he adopted as his country. He joined the United 
States Army Medical Corps to serve with the American Armed Forces. He 
wanted above all else to be an American citizen and applied for citizenship as 
soon as he arrived in America and received his first papers on December 7, 1938. 
He landed in America September 26, 1938. 

The facts concerning this case can best be presented in the following statements 
by officers under which Siegfried Oberdorfer served in the Army. The first is 
the statement of M. E. Webber, M. D., who was a major in the Medical Corps 
during World War II. Dr. Webber wrote me as follows: 

“Siegfried Oberdorfer first reported to me for duty when the Thirty-fifth 
Infantry Regiment was training for combat in the Ewa sector of Oahu. I was 
about to jump him for greeting me with the flat-handed, quivering British salute, 
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when I saw that the poor kid was so scared he didn’t know what he was doing. 
And good reason he had, at that, to be fearful of the unknown—for among his 
other misfortunes, Siegfried Oberdorfer was born a Jew in Germany. Yes, 
Oberdorfer was a Jewish refugee who had sought sanctuary in our beloved United 
States of America and was then trying to do his best to defend his adopted land 
which he loved more than life itself. 

“His was a rather typical story—suffice it to say that Siegfried Oberdorfer 
miraculously escaped the Nazi clutches, while many of his less fortunate relatives 
suffered extermination by starvation or more merciful murder in concentration 
camps. 

“Subsequently he joined the United States Army Medical Corps with the 
rank of private and the ASN 39020726—the trail that brought this unnerved 
but valiantly courageous 29-year old medic into my fold to die in the line of duty. 

“The Twenty-fifth Infantry Division in which we served was one of the two 
divisions to capture Guadalcanal, and we saw some hot times. Little 5 feet 5 
inches Oberdorfer was in there pitching at all times—never hesitating to follow 
my command—always out in front, picking up and caring for the wounded, even 
under the heaviest fire. I admired his guts even more so because I knew he was 
more scared than any man-I had in the outfit. Every man in my oufit and every 
dogface in the First Battalion shared that admiration. 

“Knowing how apprehensive and nervous he was, I had asked him long before 
(when we were training in the Hawaiian Islands) how he felt about going into 
battle. The answer he gave me at that time will always be an inspiration to me 
because I know that it sincerely came from the bottom of his heart. 

‘Siegfried said, ‘Sir, if I could go into combat as an American citizen, I would 
be the happiest man on earth. My only fear is that I will be killed before that 
citizenship is granted.’ 

“Therefore, he applied for papers at the United States Department of Justice 
Immigration and Naturalization Service in Honolulu. On August 4, 1942, this 
Department returned a letter and Preliminary Form No. N-—403 to petition for 
naturalization. As far as I know this petition was returned through official Army 
channels to the United States Department of Justice. 

“At any rate, the Oberdorfer jinx again triumphed and before the red tape 
could be unsnarled, we were all shipped out to points west—sans Oberdorfer’s 
citizenship. 

“On May 20, 1943—on Guadalcanal—the worst fear of Tig Siegfried Oberdorfer 
was realized and he was killed by enemy action ‘before he had completed final 
action on his application for citizenship’—his burial with American citizens in the 
cemetery by Henderson Field.” 

The second statement regarding Siegfried Oberdorfer was given in a certificate, 
dated May 19, 1942, by T. C. Compton, captain, Field Artillery, commanding, 
Company 3, Camp La Salle Staging Area, Port of Embarkation, San Francisco, 
Calif., who stated that he had known Siegfried Oberdorfer from May 15 to May 
19, 1942, inclusive, and had been considerably impressed by his eagerness to do 
the right thing, his sincere patriotism, his high type of character, and his con- 
scientious attitude toward his duty. 

According to Captain Compton, ‘‘These characteristics were oustanding and 
made him so in a group of 200 men.” 

Siegfried Oberdorfer proved himself worthy of American citizenship. He gave 
his life for his adopted country. He kept faith with America, and now we can 
keep faith with him by granting posthumously his request for citizenship in the 
land he loved. 

I respectfully request the committee’s favorable consideration of H. R. 782. 


In addition, the files of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives contain the following letter from the Deputy 
Administrator of the Veterans’ Administration: 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
Washington 25, D. C., August 2, 1941. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Ceuvier: Further reference is made to your letter of July 23, 1951, 
concerning H. R. 782, Eighty-second Congress, a bill conferring United States 
citizenship posthumously upon Siegfried Oberdorfer, which provides as follows: 

“That Siegfried Oberdorfer, a soldier in the United States Army, who served 
honorably with the Thirty-fifth Infantry, Medical Detachment, and who was 





4 CONFER CITIZENSHIP POSTHUMOUSLY UPON SIEGFRIED OBERDORFER 


killed in action on Guadalcanal on May 20, 1948, shall be held and considered to 
have been a citizen of the United States at the time of his death.” 

You inquire whether any person would benefit financially through enactment 
of the bill. The question is answered in the negative insofar as laws administered 
by the Veterans’ Administration are concerned. No-view is expressed whether 
the same answer would apply under other laws. 

Sincerely yours, 
O. W. Crark, 
Deputy Administrator 
(For and in the absence of the Administrator), 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 782) should be enacted. 
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